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ABOUT THE LIZ PADILLA EXCELLENCE IN PUBLIC SERVICE AWARD:  

This award honors Liz Padilla, a graduate of Cornell Law School, who joined the Brooklyn 
Bar Association Volunteer Lawyers Project as a Pro Bono Coordinator/ Staff Attorney in 
December 2004. In June 2005, Liz was tragically killed in a road accident when she was 
biking to work. Liz approached each day with excitement, eagerly seeking 
opportunities to give back to her community, especially to those most in need of a 
helping hand. This award is dedicated to honoring her legacy of kindness and 
generosity and is given to an attorney who has demonstrated a commitment to the 
public service throughout their legal career, either by choosing a career in public 
service or by making pro bono work a priority. This award seeks to recognize an 
attorney who is attuned to the changing legal climate and has gone above and 
beyond by responding to the most pressing legal needs of the community. 
 
 
2021 AWARD RECIPIENT: 

Peter De Vries is a Brooklyn based attorney with over fifteen years 
of experience as a general practitioner.  Practicing throughout 
New York City, he provides accessible services for a wide range of 
legal matters.   

Prior to opening his own firm, he worked as a public defender in 
Phoenix, Arizona, a provider of legal and business solutions to 
street vendors in Manhattan, and as an associate for other 
Brooklyn-based law firms.  He maintains a working relationship with 
the Brooklyn Volunteer Lawyers Project, providing divorce, 
bankruptcy, and guardianship services to those in need, with an 
emphasis on Spanish-speaking clients.   
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Peter De Vries 
Attorney 

Law Office of  
Peter De Vries PLLC 


